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North of 60° 


‘D'S ORIGINAL BAR-B-Q PIT 


by J.D. Williams 


J.D. Phelps, Sr., was born in Texas in 1910 and came to 
Alaska in 1959. He opened JD’s Original Bar-B-Q Pit in 
Anchorage in 1960. In its early years the restaurant was 
known simply as The Bar-B-Q Pit and customers short- 
ened the name to just “The Pit” with a common saying 
being “I'll meet you at The Pit for lunch.” The original 
restaurant was in a log building on the Seward Highway 
near where the Sears Mall (now Midtown Mall) is __lo- 1D Fhgles ot 
cated. Early menus contained bold print at the bottom stating “POSITIVELY NO ALCO- 
HOLIC BEVERAGES OF ANY KIND ALLOWED HERE.” For many years in the 1960s 
the Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship met regularly at The Pit for breakfast starting at 
6:30 or 7 A.M. every Saturday. I was in high school in Anchorage when The Pit opened and 
enjoyed having a thick 50 cent milkshake with my meal, something I missed when The Pit 
later moved to a new building a block down the Seward Highway. In those early years cus- 
tomers could enjoy a barbe- 
\ cued beef, pork or ham sand- 
en wich with beans and coleslaw 
. for 95¢ or a malt and barbe- 
cue burger for 89¢. 


At about the same time as the 
opening of the Sears Mall in 
= SS. early 1968, JD’s relocated to 
a newly constructed building at 3300 Old Seward Highway. The building was built for JD’s by 
the landlord, Perry Green of David Green Furs. The JD’s at 3300 Old Seward Highway was 
owned by J.D. Phelps, Sr. and his son John (J.D. Phelps, Jr.). An old fellow who reminded 
me of Popeye tended the barbecue pit and John cooked steaks 
served on sizzle platters and oversaw the preparation of other 
menu items. 


In the 1960s, JD’s was a very popular family restaurant as it 
did not serve liquor, and the many chain restaurants that now 
dominate Anchorage had not yet arrived. In those days, even 
in the winter, customers would line up outside waiting for a 
seat. The service was actually pretty fast as JD’s had a large 
wood barbecue pit located directly behind the building and 
across from the kitchen. To meet demand, for a short period 
of time JD’s operated a second JD’s in a nearby building, 
preparing barbecue at the Old Seward location and then truck- 
ing it over to the second location. 


John D. Phelps, Jr. 


A token was issued for the Anchor- 
age store. It features a bear licking 
its lips on the obverse and a Morgan 
Dollar like portrait on the reverse. It 
is about 38mm and is made from a 
lead/pewter type metal, probably cast. 


continued on page 81 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


I enjoy doing this newsletter. If it weren’t fun, I would 
have quit long ago. I really had fun with this one. 


Our thanks to J.D. Williams for the article on JD’s 
(no relation) Original Bar-B-Q Pit. It is always a bo- 
nus when I don’t have to write an article, and I al- 
ways learn something! 


The LoC provides much information for this issue. 
References to token issuers just keep popping up. I 
researched Rystad & Miller, but no joy. Steamers 
that had tokens are featured. An ad from the Alaska 
Socialist newspaper (of Fairbanks) is interesting. 


There were a few good tokens on eBay this month. 
The best was Pop Wolly from Nulato, the Benice plate 
token, bringing $2,225. Two examples of the Mecca 
from Kodiak (B-9a) brought $192.50 and $155.50 
respectively. And a J&B Eagle Cigar Store token 
from Fairbanks brought $384. Tokens attributed to 
Eielson A.F.B. appeared on eBay, but are they? See 
page 85. 


British Columbia collectors will want to see page 85 
for some interesting news. 


The Fairbanks Coin Club met at my house for the 
July meeting and cookout. Photos are on page 86. 


We have divided the garage and put up a wall for my 
workshop so that we can heat it in the winter. All I 
have to do now is hook up the Toyo stove, insulate 
the wall and vent my melt table outside! Then I will 


be able to melt gold and silver year round. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Cheechako Tavern, 12’¢, B-11bI 36.35 
Anchorage, Cheechako Tavern, 12’2¢, B-11bIV 32.00 
Chitina, Navada, 12'2¢, B-4a 82.00 


Chitina, Chitina Museum 1967 


44.00** 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-Sa 25.000B 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-S5a 150.000B 
Cordova, Cordova House, H+C, 5¢, B-14a 36.00 
(Eielson AFB), NCO Club, 5, 25, 50¢, B-unl 13.58* 
Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 25¢, B-10d 78.00 
Fairbanks, Eagle Cigar, J&B, 12'2¢, B-14b 384.00 
Fire Island, NCO Open Mess, B-1d 56.55 
Juneau, AH King, 50¢, B-42c 20.49 
Hyder, Bungalow, 25¢, B-2a 22.000B 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'’2¢, B-56b 127.50 
Ketchikan, The Hub, 25¢, B-19a 11.990B 
Ketchikan, Herring Cove Transit, B-T2al 3.50 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, one bus fare, B-T4c 10.50 
King Salmon, NCO Open Mess, $1, B-2c 25.000B 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, $1, B-1c 5.500B 
Kodiak, Mecca, 12'2¢, B-9a 192.50 
Kodiak, Mecca, 12'’2¢, B-9a 155.50 
Kodiak, Mecca, $1, B-9b 6.50 
Kodiak, NOB, no denomination, B-10b 28.88 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, return fare, B-Tla 21.51 
Murphy Dome, Open Mess, 10¢, B-2b 10.00 
Murphy Dome, NCO Open Mess, 10¢, B-3c 5.50 
Nulato, Pop Wolly, 25¢, B-4a (Benice plate) 2,225.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 169.33 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 176.99 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 180.49 
Palmer, LOO Moose, 50¢, B-2a 18.50 
Port Alexander, T.J. Jacobsen, 50¢, B-4a 9.990B 
Sitka, Baranof Bus, one fare, B-T2a 7.000B 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dII 26.00 
Whitehorse, Taylor Drury & Pedlar, 25¢, B-7a 7.87 
Don’s Alaska Log Cabin, 10¢ 21.35 
AYPE, Encased Cent, round 34.00 
Tierra del Fuego, Popper, | Gramo gold 1,875.33 


* see page 85 
** have not seen one of these in 30+ years! 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; | SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the 
Record. 


JD’S ORIGINAL BAR 


SV EOS 
THE ORIGINAL BAR-8-Q PIT 
Phone 279-1312 
Located on 3300 Seward Highway 
“From our own kitchen and recipes comes the 
Bestus Sarbecue Cookin’ in all Alaska”. We cook 
with wood. Watch for opening of Sar-B-Q Fit No. 2, 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Owned and Operated by 
J. 0. Sr. and J. D0. Pheips, Jr. 


A postcard from the 60s indicates that JD’s intended 


to open a second restaurant in Fairbanks. The post — 


card contains a note saying “Watch for opening of 
Bar-B-Q Pit No. 2, Fairbanks, Alaska.” I do not know 
whether a second JD’s opened in Fairbanks in the 
60s. A few Fairbanks phone books that I checked 
did not list JD’s among the Fairbanks restaurants. 


After J.D. Phelps, Sr. retired, John and his cousin 
Marty split up the Alaska market by agreeing that 
Marty could run the Anchorage stores and John could 
operate JD’s in the rest of Alaska. 


SPARERIBS * BABY RACKS © BAR-B-0 CHICKEN 
HAND BREADED CATFISH * SLICED BEEF, PORK, AND HAM 


“5 R eo } 


low Smoked wilh heal wW 


OAR 


2 1160 W. Dimond Blvd. Anchorage, Alaska” me 
907-349-2450 © www.barbqpit.webs.com 
Dine in/Take out * Catering Available 
Free ice Cream w/Purchase 
Marty then had a second JD’s at 1160 West Dimond 
Blvd. John opened a JD’s in Eagle River, and later 

opened a JD’s in Wasilla and in Fairbanks. 


GOOD FOR 
Se ICED TEA 
Wasilla, Alaska 

1993 


Five colored plastic tokens were issued for the Wasilla 
store in 1993, all good for one iced tea. The tokens 
are light blue, light green, red, lavender and yellow, 
all with black lettering. A sample of these tokens is 
shown above. 
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-B-Q P IT, CONT. 


J.D. Phelps, Jr. (John) also operated a JD’s in 
Fairbanks in the 90s and a meal punch card was is- 


sued for that store. It was located at 2225 South 
Cushman St. The meal punch card is 89mm by 51mm, 
printed in black on salmon card stock . 


After John retired from the restaurant business, the 
Bar-B-Q Pit on W. Dimond continued to operate. The 
Old Seward Highway location was closed and since 
1996 it has been the home of the popular dining spot 
Moose’s Tooth Pub & Pizzeria. 


In 2003, Marty sold the W. Dimond store to Chung 
Ho Kang and his wife Connie. The Kangs continued 
the store as the Bar-B-Q Pit with the same recipes 
and menu and ran it until 2018 when it was totally 
destroyed by a large fire. 


t 4 THE ORIGINAL 


"> yp's BAR-B-Q PIT 


CAT FISH + STEAKS 
BAR-B-Q ~ RIBS + BEEF « PORK 


With John gone from Alaska, Marty opened a store in 
Eagle River at a different location from where John 
had his store. Marty’s store is pictured here with the 
name “The Original JD’s Bar-B-Q Pit.” I took the 


Combination Dinners 


Polar Bear Delight - Bar-b-que beef, ham, 


and spareribs.............-_-------- ase 21.50 
Grizzly Bear Treat - Wonderful 
combination of beef, and ham..... $ 18.50 


Glacier Bear - A mouth watering pork, and 
beef combination... sence 17.95 
Kodiak Bear Supreme - Half Caponet 
chicken, and luscious bar-b-que ribs.......$ 21.95 
Fish & Farm Combo - Choice of ribs, beef, 
or chicken, with channel catfish .......00$ 21.95 
Steak & Surf - Indulge yourself with a New 
York Steak, and our Channel Catfish.........§ 26.95 


(Combinatioa dinners include cole slaw, fried taters, 
bar-b-que beans, relish plate, aad garlic bread) 


<an, 
out bock with wood!’ 


We cor 
we 


*Absolutely No Substitutions* 
No out of town checks, please. 
We reserve the to refuse service to anyone 
12400 Old Glenn Hwy. #4 
Ph - 907-694-9477 / Fax - 907-694-9607 
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JD’S ORIGINAL BAR-B-Q PIT, con: 


photo in 2009 and it was some time later that Marty 
closed the store, the last of the Phelps family JD’s. 


Fifty years ago the Pit Special was about $1.89 and a 
New York steak with all the extras (French fries, on- 
ion rings, garlic bread and beans) was $5. By the time 
the stores closed prices were about four times as high, 
and the cost of an iced tea alone was $1.50 to $2.00. 
I enjoyed taking a bucket of ribs home to the house, 
but my favorite meal was drinking iced tea while eat- 
ing the Polar Bear Delight which came with gener- 
ous portions of barbecued ribs, ham and beef. In- 
cluded in the meal were garlic bread, extra barbecue 
sauce, a dish of baked beans and French fries. Occa- 
sionally, a guest would ask me what the soup sized 
dish of hot water with a slice of lemon in it was, and 
I would reply “lemon soup.” Of course, it was for 
cleaning up after the meal as most people ate the ribs 
with their hands. 


Chieken and ribs for ONE, with all the other stuff 
included for $23.95... 


RYSTAD & MILLER STILL A MYSTERY 


The name Rystad appears in six Alaska newspapers 
on the LoC, none in connection with a Miller. Miller 
is too common a name to search. 


All but one reference to Rystad are either reports of 
being a passenger on a ship, or in town staying at a 
hotel. 


Iditarod Pioneer, October 16, 1910. 
Chas. Rystad (as a guest at the Sherburne). 


Iditarod Pioneer, November 13, 1910. 
Mr. Rystad (as a guest at the Iditarod Hotel). 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, September 19, 1914. 
Olaf Rystad (as a passenger for Juneau on the maiden 
voyage of the Admiral Watson). 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, September 21, 1914. 
J.G. Rystad (as a passenger on the Steamer Tanana 
bound for Dawson, headed outside to Seattle). 


Alaska Daily Empire Juneau, December 22, 1919. 
E. Rystad (as a passenger arriving in Juneau on the 
Northwestern). 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, September 5, 1924. 
ALASKA PIONEER DIES AS RESULT OF IN- 
JURIES. 

Ingvald J. Rystad, pioneer of the North and for sev- 
eral years a resident of Anchorage, died there re- 
cently from an accidental injury sustained sometime 
ago when heavy timbers fell on him from a car. He 
was a native of Norway and has a brother and sister 
in the States. He resided in the Interior for many years 
before going to Anchorage. The funeral was under 
the auspices of the Masonic order, of which he was a 
member. 


A hotel guest in Iditarod suggests that Chas. and Mr. 
Rystad came in from the creeks. It is possible that 
Rystad & Miller had a business in one of the mining 
settlements on the creeks outside of Iditarod. But the 
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5¢ denomination does not fit in with the economy of 
the Interior in 1910. 


If this token was issued by any of these Rystads, my 
money is on Ingvald. It is the latest reference, mak- 
ing a 5¢ denomination more likely. And there are no 
Anchorage newspapers on the LoC. Perhaps a search 
of the Anchorage newspapers would reveal more in- 
formation on Ingvald Rystad. 


“Rystad & Miller” does not appear in any of the U.S. 
newspapers on the LoC. 


GALLERY IN NEW HANDS 


Since the departure of J.L. Anders, of the Arctic Shoot- 
ing Gallery, in the Tanana Saloon, the place has been 
taken over by Axel J. Running, who came here three 
years ago, and he will continue to run the gallery in 
the same old stand... 


The gallery is better equipped than ever, there being 

on hand a full assortment of small gauge rifles and 

pistols, while the variety of targets is a large one. 
Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, December 19, 1910. 


A shooting gallery in a saloon. What could possibly 
go wrong? 


REALTY DEAL OF 


One of several real estate deals of the last week was 
that of H. Claude Kellys interest in the Horseshoe 
saloon (Fairbanks B-26b) to his partner, Romeo Hoyt, 
and later the latter sold that part of the property in 
which Sutler’s jewelry store is located to Arthur 
McGown and Walter Adami. 


The sale does not interfere with the partnership of 
Mr. Kelly and Mr. Hoyt in the saloon business. 
Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, August 24, 1914. 


STEAMER ST. MICHAEL 


Iditarod Pioneer, October 30, 1910. 
The steamer St. Michael was stuck high and dry on a 
bar in the Yukon between Eagle and Circle for more 
than a week, and was generally believed that she was 
a goner. On her last trip however, the Susie succeeded 
in pulling her off: 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, May 22, 1911. 
Surveyors Enroute. 

Dawson, May 15. - The American boundary survey 
party, consisting of 125 men, is enroute down the river 
on the overland trail and will meet the steamer Ca- 
nadian at Yukon Crossing and the balance of the trip 
to Rampart House will be made by water, transfer- 
ring here to the steamer St. Michael, and at the mouth 
of the Porcupine to the little steamer Delta, which 
will take them up the river to the point at which they 
will begin the survey work where they left off last 


fall. 


The party has 150 horses and enough provisions to 
last two years, it being the intention of the surveyors 
to stay with the work this time until the boundary has 
been surveyed and marked to the Arctic ocean. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, May 27, 1912. 

The application of the N.N. Co. for a barroom li- 
cense on board the steamer St. Michael was granted 
by the court Monday. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, June 23, 1913. 

The steamer St. Michael, of the Northern Navigation 
company 8 fleet, left Chena at an early hour Sunday 
morning bound direct for Dawson. The boat which 
arrived but the same morning in going took a quan- 
tity of mail and a number of passengers for Dawson 
and way points. 


Iditarod Pioneer, August 30, 1913. 

Mail for the Outside closes at 5 p.m. tomorrow, reg- 
istered mail at 5 this afternoon. Mail launch Nancy 
Bell leaves tomorrow evening to make connections 
with the steamer St. Michael at Holy Cross and the 
steamship Victoria at St. Michael. 


STEAMER ST. HUBERT 


The St. Hubert was contracted to the Alaska-Yukon 
Transportation Co. to bring passengers and freight 
to Alaska (see Sept./Oct. 1999). But later in its life... 


San Francisco Call, July 13, 1904. 

British Tramp Steamship Carrying Saltpeter to 
the Japanese 

Honolulu, July 6. - Loaded deeply with a cargo 
which would be a rich prize for the Vladivostok fleet, 
should it capture her, the British tramp steamship St. 
Hubert, Captain Wardale, called here last week for 
coal. The St. Hubert came from Iquique, Chile, with 
a cargo of saltpeter for the Japanese Government. 
This is contraband of war, as saltpeter will be used 
by the Japanese in the manufacture of power. The St. 
Hubert had enough saltpeter on board to make pow- 
der to blow half the Russians in Siberia and Man- 
churia into eternity. All told, her cargo amounted to 
4,000 tons. 


The vessel sailed for Yokohama about midnight July 
1, but returned to port at 8 o’clock the next morning, 
with a mutinous crew on board. Eight men refused 
to sail on the vessel. She thus left here short-handed 
and, after going a short distance, all the men refused 
duty. Captain Wardale had to return to Honolulu. 
On the vessel's manifest the cargo was described as 
“nitrate of soda, for fertilizing purpose, ” but the men 
claimed it could be used for manufacturing powder. 


The vessel anchored off port on her return and the 
captain and some of the men laid the situation be- 
fore the British Consul, who advised the men to re- 
turn to the vessel and proceed on the voyage. The 
men returned and the St. Hubert again sailed for 
Yokohama on the afternoon of July 2. 


Douglas Island News 


NE UE 


June 28, 1911: The Republic (B-34) will be moved to 
M.S. Hudson ’s (B-21) new building by July Ist. 
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EIELSON, NOT EIELSON? 


These tokens recently sold on eBay attributed to 
Eielson A.F.B. Are they? 


These have appeared in a few local collections at- 
tributed to Eielson. While this is pretty good evidence, 
it is not definitive. The problem is that these tokens 
are so generic. 


I have had a 50¢ laying around for a couple years (it 
came in with a collection), but I was not ready to 


flog it off as being from Eielson. 


My guess is that they probably were used at Eielson, 
but also at other NCO Clubs. 


DOUGLAS OPERA HOUSE 


Douglas Island News, February 14, 1900. 
Townsman Sam Gius will erect an opera house in 
Douglas city. It will be large and commodious. The 
chosen location is just north of the Board of Trade. 
The building will be ready for occupancy July Ist. 
Mr. Gius is a hustler and will make it win. (B-13). 


NORTHERN B.C. CARD 
TOKENS 


I wanted to give my B.C. collectors/subscribers a 
heads up. We have purchased a small hoard (empha- 
sis on small) of card tokens from Callbreath and 
Simpson. These come from the estate of Glen 
Simpson of Fairbanks. Les Hill wrote an article on 
these tokens for us in 1998. The details of this hoard 
will be disclosed in the next issue, after which they 
will be offered on eBay. Samples are shown below. 


THE FRACTION 
WEEKLY AIRSHIP 
A- LA-ZEPPELIN 

just acrived from the New Diggings, 


bringing the latest information, also 
which is the best route to take. 


Engage your passage at the 


a 


Alaska Socialist, Fairbanks, Sept. 29, 1913. 
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FAIRBANKS COIN CLUB JULY MEETING 


The Fairbanks Coin 
Club’s July 6 meeting 
was a cookout at my © 
house. The weather was 
cloudy with showers ~““%™ 

most of the day. While the sun did 
not come out, the rain did stop and 
the lawn had dried out by 7PM. 


Upon arrival members and guests (22) received the 
foldable Covid Talisman silver token mentioned in 
last month’s issue. The Cleworth clan showed up in 
force with all 5 of Jerry’s grandchildren. 


Burgers, dogs 
(hot off the 
grill) and soda 
were provided 
by Mincer 
Mint. Mem- 
bers brought 
salads, deserts 
and chips to 
share. 


Members got 
to see my 
Mincer Mint, 
including the 
melt station in 


| Milling around 
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Evan - a little minter! 


Mint Visit tokens and medals, usually struck for roy- 
alty and other prominent people, were quite popular 
in the 1800s and early 1900s. 


Members and visitors had 
the opportunity to press a 
special 1/10 oz. silver 
“Mint Visit” token using 
my screw press. 


Subscribers can purchase 
this 1/10 oz. silver token 
for $6, postpaid. 


A special thanks to my wife 
Jan for slaving over a hot 


grill! 


NEW PRODUCTS FROM MINCER MINT 


Bs 


ad : a 

Rudy, the Alaska Prepper, wanted a one ounce silver 
token. Not my best work. I used the screw press to 
punch in the lettering. While easier than hitting the 
punch with a hammer, sometimes the letters are too 
deep. I have made 7 of these. None are available for 
sale a this time. 


I usually use my drop hammer for large tokens such 
as this. But this time I used my screw press. The 
blanks were annealed and then pressed three times 
in rapid succession. They were annealed again, and 
pressed three more times. Still not quite there, they 
were annealed again, and then pressed three more 
times. 


Rick Ott and family mine on Omega Creek in the 
Hot Springs mining district. We have made 1 DWT 
and 2 DWT tokens for him in the past. 


He wanted a 1/10 oz. token and this is the result, 
using our new octagonal disc cutter. I also punched 
in the lettering with the screw press. This is obvious 
on the obverse. I tried to fix the reverse, but made it 
worse, so I made another die by punching the letter- 
ing in with the hammer. 


We have pressed 8 of these 
for the miner. We hope to 
buy some gold so we can 
offer them to our customers. 


Perhaps I will make a better obverse die if the miner 
brings in more gold. 
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Finally, a Mincer Mint silver 4 ounce. I only made 
15 of these. I may or may not make more. Rolling 
this width of ingot down to thickness is way too much 
like work. 


These are available for $20 postpaid. 


GENE THORN - SEWARD 


HSENE THORN 


iy 
aN 


we 
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RAIN CHECK HD 
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We always thought that Santa’s workshop was in 
North Pole (Alaska). There is another pretender out 
there! “Nestled on the slopes of Whiteface Moun- 
tain, Santa’s Workshop brings into life the dreams of 
childhood. Here are Santa’s live reindeer, his animal 
friends. His gnome helpers making toys on quaint 
machines turned by a century old water wheel. It is 
brass, 30mm from Whiteface, New York. 


CONNECTIONS! 


Years ago, there was a television series on PBS, “Con- 
nections,” by James Burke. It showed how a televi- 
sion evolved from a sling shot (just a made up ex- 
ample). There is a companion book that is utterly 
fascinating. 


While putting together the price list that is at the end 
of this issue, I noticed “connections.” Some tokens 
used the same 25¢ die. Only a token nerd would 
care about this. But what is the significance? 


—~4 ~— 4 


Three Anchorage tokens use the same 25¢ die: B-5b, 
Alpine, Richmond, Victory; B-14a D&D Bar; and 
B-19a Fourth Ave. Liquor. 


While we may not know the minter, this indicates 
that the tokens were made by the same manufacturer. 
How did three different bars get connected with the 
same manufacturer? Was there a salesman running 
around selling advertising items, who also represented 
a “mint?” 


Dies could be used over a number of years, but it 
seems likely that the tokens were produced at ap- 
proximately the same time. Approximately might 
be 3-5 years. This would help to date tokens, in our 
case to pre or post statehood. 


Obviously, these are not the only instances where the 
same reverse die was used for different companies. 


Looking through the inventory, I found two 6'4¢ to- 
kens from Juneau with the same reverse - Alaska 
Hotel Bar (B-2al) and The Mecca (B-50b). (top of 
next column) 


Iam sure that I would find more if I looked harder! 


One would expect to find that the reverse dies for the 
Reindeer Commercial Co. tokens from Gambell and 
Savoonga match. And you would be nearly correct. 
The tokens diverge at $1 and above being different 


' sizes and metals. But the lower denominations are 


the same size. 


Gambell Savoonga 
The outlier is the 5¢, where two different dies were 
used. 


Uniface 
Silver 


The 10¢ die from Gambell and Savoonga received 
wide usage. It was also used on the Kustatan Pack- 
ing Co. token. In looking through our inventory, I 
found the Northern Cigar Store (B-40a) token from 
Fairbanks also used this reverse die. I am sure it was 
used on many other Alaska tokens. I own this die 
and made some uniface silver pressings from it. 
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ANCHORAGE TOKENS FOR SALE 


Ungraded tokens range from Fine to AU. Mul- 
tiples in stock. You may not receive the token that 
is illustrated. Some illustrations are reduced to fit. 


Alaska Federation of the Blind, Bingo Darts, 
set of 2; 50¢ and $5, B-2 a+b 15.00 
As above, 50¢ only, B-2a 5.00 


Anchorage Dairy, | Pint, B-7a 75.00 
Anchorage Dairy, 1 Quart, B-7b 5.00 
Bert’s Liquor, set of 2; 15¢, 25¢, B-9 a+b 20.00 


As above, 15¢ only 


Canteen Bar, 12'4¢, B-10a 65.00 
Cheechako Tavern, 5¢, B-1lal 25.00 
As above, 5¢, B-1 lal 25.00 


Cheechako Tavern, 122¢, B-11bI 


25.00 
As above, 12%¢, B-11bHI 25.00 
As above, 12'%¢, B-11bIV 25.00 
As above, 12'2¢, B-11bV 25.00 


The Club, 12'%¢, B-12al, VF-EF 
As above, 12'’2¢, B-12alI, bends 


25.00 
10.00 


As above, 12'2¢, B-12b, AU/BU 35.00 
As above, 12'4%2¢, B-12b, VF-EF 25.00 
As above, 12'42¢, B-12b, bent 10.00 


D&D Bar, Al Fox, set of 3; 25¢, 50¢, $1, 


B-124a-c 35.00 
As above, 50¢ only, B-14b 10.00 
Fourth Ave. Liquor, 25¢, B-19a 25.00 
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ANCHORAGE TOKENS FOR SALE 
MODERN TOKENS 


HUNTER BAR 


& 
SMOKE SHOP 


> 


Hunter Bar & Smoke Shop, set of 3; 10¢, 25¢ — 4 1] ¢ 
and 50¢, B-21a-c 30.00 SH ALASK 
As above, 25¢ only, B-21b 10.00 LEGION POST ; 


American Legion, Post 1, set of 3 plastic 
tokens; 20¢, 25¢ and 40¢ 15.00 


American Legion, Post 28, set of 2 alum. 
tokens; red 50¢ and blue $5 


nicks. 75.00 


Loyal Order of Moose, 100 pts., B-27a 35.00 


AS ry ) 
“ jis : 
Anchorage Shrine Circus, 1961, 25¢ 5.00 


Masonic Penny, B-28bI 


Union Club, set of 4; 5¢-50¢, B-38 a-d 35.00 


Bingo Darts, set of 2; alum. 50¢, brs $5 —-12.00 
MANY ITEMS ONLY ONE IN STOCK. IF 
THE ITEM YOU ORDER HAS A SERIAL pricks ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL 
NUMBER, THE ONE YOU RECEIVE MAY SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON 
NOT BE THE ONE SHOWN. RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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ANCHORAGE TOKENS FOR SALE - MODERN 


As above, but CINA scratched off. Holder 
identified as Pacific Auction Bingo 10.00 


N.F.B., (National Federation of the Blind), 
1974, 50¢ green aluminum 5.00 


Denali Bar, Dave & Gladys, copper 70¢, 
no date 
As above, 1966 
As above, 1967 : ; 
As above, 1970, 75¢, brass 6.00 O’Neill’s Trade Dollar, 1967PC, (good at 
4 businesses). bronze 8.00 


The Pines 


$1.00 Boy’s Club 


Jamboree 
Alaska 


Apr. 9 


Howard’s Service, set of 3: $1, $2.50, $5 
brass 15.00 The Pines, Apr. 9, 1972, C.H.A.R. Boy’s 
Club Jamboree, plastic, white on blk. 6.00 


Kay’s Kitchen, $1 brass 6.00 The Reef, $1.00 brass 10.00 
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ANCHORAGE-MODERN 


> = 
REDEEM ABLE 


% 
7x TRADE AT 
< 
fo 


“cocktall 
LOUNGE 


Sourdough Bar, Gordy & Lorene, 25¢ brs _ 6.00 


Carpentier’s Cocktail Lounge, Dave’s Alaskan 
Trade Dollar, set of 2: Silver (unmarked, tests 
.999, .76 oz.) and oxidized cupronickel, both 
#14. The silver looks like it may have a clear 


coat. 45.00 
Totem Coin Club, 1974, Bingle Chip 50¢, TOKENS IN THE ARTICLES 
green aluminum 3.00 
FAIRBANKS 
Northern Cigar Store, 10¢, B-14a $50.00 
GAMBELL 
Reindeer Commercial Co. 
1¢, B-la $5.00 each, 5 for $18 
5¢, B-1b $5.00 each, 10 for $30 
10¢, B-lc $5.00 
25¢, B-ld $10.00 
As above, but cupronickel. 5.00 50¢, B-le $10.00 
$1, B-If $15.00 
1¢ to $5, B-1 a-g $100.00 
JUNEAU 
Alaska Hotel Bar, 6%¢, B-2al $25.00 
Wall’s Coins & Tokens, 15¢, brass 8.00 The Mecca, 6%4¢, B-50b $80.00 
SAVOONGA 


Reindeer Commercial Co., 
1¢,B-la $5.00 each, 10 for $30, 25 for $60 


5¢, B-1b $5 each, 10 for $30 
10¢, B-1c $5.00 
25¢, B-ld $10.00 
50¢, B-le $5 each, 10 for $30 
$1 $15.00 
1¢ to $10, B-1 a-h $125.00 


MANY ITEMS ONLY ONE IN STOCK. IF 

THE ITEM YOU ORDER HAS A SERIAL pricks ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL 
NUMBER, THE ONE YOU RECEIVE MAY SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN PAY UPON 
NOT BE THE ONE SHOWN. RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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ALASKA MINT MEDALS - 2006 


Some time after 2006, the State of Alaska told the Alaska Mint they could only use the state seal on the 
official state medals. The state seal was replaced with “Land of the Midnight Sun” which is remarkably 
similar to the state seal. I do not know when the change took place. Up until that time, most Alaska Mint 
products carried the state seal on the reverse. I say some time after 2006 because the dated medals here are 
dated 2006 and all have the state seal. Presumably the other medals were purchased at the same time. 
Current prices for comparable medals shown in ($XX) 


Bee? ALASKN 


‘ Se C Proof-like 
Ot i 
“sd ALAS Denali/Mt. McKinley, Silver Proof ($85) $45.00 
$45.00 As above, Silver Proof-like $38.00 


2006 Gold panner with nugget ($85) 


po? AL ASK al 


Moose Tracks, Silver Proof ($85) 45.00 
American Eagles, jet fighter and eagle. — 


Gold relief 
Silver proof 


$45.00 Moose Tracks, 2 oz. silver , Gold Relief ($180) 


Bear Paw, silver proof. ($85) 
$110.00 
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ALASKA MINT PROOF SETS 


2005 and 2006 Official State Medal Proof Sets, shown at a slightly reduced size. The sets are housed in their 
original book-like case and box. The current 2021 gold relief Proof Set sells for $350. The current 2021 
silver Proof Set sells for $250. 


Vlasta Yold Reliof Proof Fet | 
993 Fine Felsor 


prAnte RET Se Peat CRO iAltpi tales Othe Bibiana ke Tiokwts tied ekprncite haar welansond tx 


Whasha Cold Ralief Proof Pos 
999 Fine Silver 


® @ 


1/20 o% 1/10 og 


1/4 02 


yest meee nately: 


2005 Gold Relief Proof Set $265.00 2006 Gold Relief Proof Set $265.00 
2006 Silver Proof Set $165.00 


KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN % OZ. SILVER BARS! 


This is just an odd set, issued in 1981. How they settled upon % oz., and why three? Always popular, we 
usually disappoint a customer or two when they are sold out. 


We have two sets available - $40 each. 


PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE 

WILL SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU CAN 

PAY UPON RECEIPT AND ADD THE | eS) 

ACTUAL POSTAGE. l | a ined Mec KINtey 
: SKS 4 tos 


SERIES'S 


